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importance, by the offspring and not unseldom even by the
woman herself who may have been cohabiting with several men
at one time. All property descends through the female line as
being the only certain method of identification. These casual
sexual relations begin in childhood and continue after marriage
but a woman is supposed not to commit adultery when living
with her husband. His absence however raises the ban and as
often as not he comes back with a new wife. The Islanders look
and seem very degraded but their laws and traditions are strictly
adhered to and there exists a very curious and very primitive
civilization amongst them. Their houses are like all the native
residences of these parts, raised on piles and thatched with
Pandanus or palm leaves. A Chiefs house may have four doors,
while that of a family of medium importance possesses three and
the rest two only. Of all the islands the people of Yap and the
Palau group are the most retrograde and stubborn and with all
the good intentions in the world the Japanese have succeeded
only to a very limited extent in introducing social and hygienic
ameliorations. Even the adoption of Christianity by a certain
number of the inhabitants has led to little permanent advance.
What the children learn in the schools they seem quickly to
forget and the hopes that have arisen of the younger generations
adoption of civilisation have borne as yet but little fruit.
Korror is the official capital of all the Japanese Mandated
Islands of the South Seas, and the residence of the Governor
General. The little town is pleasantly laid out, the few roads
are wide and planted in avenues, but the inhabitants can scarcely
number more than a few hundreds. The Government buildings
are modest and attractive and the gardens charming. I have
never seen such Hibiscus elsewhere. Especially noticeable was a
variety with resplendent deep crimson flowers of great size. It is
often cut back into high hedges and the whole surface was a mass
of gorgeous blossom.
It was on an island of the Palau group—Aulong—that the
East India Company's vessel, Antelope^ was wrecked in 1783.
The crew reached the shore and with great labour, and under the
greatest disadvantages, constructed a ship in which they arrived
on the coast of China. The local Chiefs son accompanied them
and from China he proceeded to England where he died shortly
after his arrival,
Our next port of call was Menado on the extreme north-east
point of the great star-fish shaped island of Celebes in the Dutch

